GOD

Kids’ quotes:

“Just is like being hard.”

“Just is like you have to punish the person ‘cause they shouldn’t have done that.”

“Just = have to do it.”

PURPOSE

Teach them what God is like, His love and His justice..

We are trying to expand and grow their definition of God. 

To introduce them to the Trinity. 

This section teaches on God the Father.

SCRIPTURE

“God is of purer eyes that to look upon sin.” Habakuk 1:13

,“God is Love” (I John 4:8b)

“. . . He will not leave the guilty unpunished.” (Exodus 34:7)

 “Your sin has separated you from God…” Isaiah 59:2

MEMORY

God is holy, loving, and just. 

On the one hand, God loves us and doesn’t want to punish us, but on the other hand he is just and must punish sin. Do you see the problem?

God solved this problem by sending His Son Jesus.

DISCUSSION

What do people think about God? What is he like?

What do you think about God? 

We learned last week that He is perfect and holy. But, what else is He like?

In Galations 5:22,23 it tells us that God is loving, joyful, peaceful, patient, kind, good, faithful and gentle. The Bible also says, “The one the Lord loves rests between His shoulders.” Deut.33:12

His loving kindness is better than life Ps.63:3

He loves us with an everlasting love Jer.31:3
Shopping Bag skit for teacher

Introduction to Shopping Bag Lesson (U-pick Religion)

Some people think it’s more personal to put your own religion together than to have it handed down from another generation. In today’s world “we are our own gods” some people say. We live in an age of rebellion. We rebel against God. 

People in this day and age often want to pick their own gods and make up their own religions rather that have someone shove it down their throats or passed down to them from other generations.  “In fact, there are even conventions where you can pick your own god. Have you ever been to a convention?  They have booths and samples and displays and you can pick what you like and take home samples and ideas. In Florida recently there was a convention like this. You could pick up a shopping bag and visit the different booths (open up your shopping bag and pretend to be shopping different booths). You could pick up crystals, or candles, or statues, or incense, or a book on how to do channeling or miracles. You may not want to have anything to do with crosses or sin. That’s too bloody and not nice. Don’t want that. So we pick up some more angels, stickers, and a plaque and we’re happy. We go home and set up our little shrine and worship there.”

DISCUSSION

Is that what you believe? 

What do you believe about God?

What do you know about Him? ?What have you experienced of Him?

I believe there is one God. I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and in His Son Jesus, and in the Holy Spirit. That is the God of the Bible. The God of Christianity is one God in three persons. Have you ever heard of the “Trinity”? God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit. 

Song Options

“Holy, Holy, Holy”

“God the Father” sung in ‘rounds’ (to the tune of  “Frere Jacques”)

God the Father, God the Father,

God the Son, God the Son,

God the Holy Spirit, God the Holy Spirit,

Three in One, Three in One.

A Balanced view of God

It’s important that we have a complete and balanced view of God. 

Where do we get our information from about God?

He is Holy, Loving and Just

Do you see the problem?

On the one hand God loves us and doesn’t want to punish us. 

On the other hand He is just and must punish sin.
The Love of God

God wrote a love letter to us.

In it shows us how much he loves us.

Find and mark in the Bible:

*For you were made in my image... Genesis 1:27

*You are fearfully and wonderfully made... Psalm 139:14

*I have loved you with an everlasting love...Jeremiah 31:3

*And nothing will ever separate you from my love... Romans 8:38-39

*For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him will not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16
Bad News/Good News

God is just so He must punish sin. You see, sin has “wages”  and sin must be paid for. We said there is no sin in heaven and the payment for sin is death. God must punish sin, and the punishment for sin is death. But God loved us so much He sent his Son to pay the price we could not pay. 

Coin Illustration:

This coin it reminds me of God. It’s shaped like a circle, and a circle had no beginning and no end. God is from everlasting to everlasting, no beginning, no end. It is one coin, yet it has two sides, each side is very different. That's just like God, He has two sides to his nature. One the one hand He loves us and doesn’t want to punish us, on the other hand He is just and must punish sin. This coin also isn’t worth very much. It reminds me of the good works I do. No matter how much I try, I can’t pay the debt I owe because of sin. The price of sin is death and must be paid by a perfect sacrifice. God loved me so much He sent His Son Jesus to pay for my sin so I could be with Him in heaven one day. How do I receive the gift of eternal life God offers? Well, the answer is on the coin. In God we trust. We trust fully on the sacrifice God has provided for us and invite Jesus into our lives as Lord and Savior.
Stories about Love and Justice

Good King

A long time ago in a far off land there was a wise and just King. A king know for his fairness, love, mercy and justice. A famine came to the land, but because the King was wise they had stored food for a time such as this. One day his servant came to him and said, “Good King, someone has been stealing our food!” The King was outraged! How could someone do such a thing. He told the servant to go and tell the people, “Whoever is caught stealing food will be punished severely and given 40 lashes.” So the servant went and told the people. Just a few weeks later they caught the thief and dragged the thief to the King. “Oh King, the good news is we have caught the thief! The bad news is that it is your mother!” Oh no. What would the King do? He had a problem. You see, he loved his mother very much and if he punished her she would surely die. But, on the other hand if he didn’t punish her, he would no longer be seen as a fair and just leader of his people. What would he do? He had a problem.

He made a decision and called his servant. He said, “Get the whip, the punishment will take place.” Just as the servant raised the whip, the King said, “But it is not my mother you will punish. He took off his robes and crown and shirt, and bent his back to the whip, and said, I will take the punishment.”

And so love and justice were served that day. It reminds me of another story though. Can you think of another who came and took the punishment that we deserved? Jesus came from heaven and took the punishment for our sins. He paid the dept that we owed.

Schoolhouse

Long ago in North Carolina, people used go to school in one room schoolhouses. They’d walk for miles and they’d all learn together, all ages. This school had a very loving, yet stern and just teacher. She was always fair, but they knew she loved them. One day a student came to her and said, “Teacher, teacher, someone stole my lunch.” It happened again the next day. The teacher was outraged and told the students, there would be no stealing in her classroom and whoever was caught stealing lunches would be severely punished. (They could whip students in school back in those days if they were bad.) Lunches kept disappearing. But just two weeks later they caught the thief! It was Johnny. Now, Johnny was a dirty little boy whose mother had died and his father was a drunkard. He was probably hungry. But, the teacher couldn’t go back on her word, so she called Johnny out for the punishment. She told him to take off his filthy old coat. Then his two rat-eaten holy sweaters. Then his shirt. When his shirt came off everyone could see how skinny and bony Johnny was. They felt bad for him. Just as the teacher was about to whip him, the boy whose lunch had been stolen stopped the teacher and said, “Please, no, teacher, I know he deserves the punishment and you must carry out your word, but please let me take the punishment instead.”

Who does this remind you of?

Rubber Glove Craft

Give each student a black marker and pair of rubber gloves. Tell them to put them on and write on the right hand, “On the one hand God loves us and doesn’t want to punish us,” then on the glove on the left write, “On the other hand He is just and must punish sin.” Practice motions together while saying memory work. Then practice with each other. When they’re ready, have them say the memory individually in front of the group.  If they have it, they may take the gloves off.

If you teach about the Trinity here:

Crown: is just a reminder that Jesus is God, part of the Godhead and that he laid aside his crown and left heaven to come and die for us. (its just a symbol of his royalty, this is basically to teach the incarnation as is the dinosaur, since lots of kids i taught didn't understand the incarnation and deity of Christ, i looked for ways to make it concrete. that Jesus didn't just start out in  a manger in Bethlehem and not pre-exist.

Note:

We live in a culture of disbelief. The requirements for a standard of “truth and morality” are found only in God. God is the source of all truth. God’s nature and character define truth. Postmodern kids don’t believe in an ultimate truth, truth is more how you define it for yourself. Our job is to introduce them to true and balanced Biblical view of God.







