JESUS

PURPOSE

To teach the diety of Christ

To teach the incarnation that Christ was both God and Man. (Immanuel)

To answer the question, “Why did Jesus have to die?”

To teach what a “sacrifice” is and why Jesus was call the “Lamb of God”.

Background verses

“Who do men say that I am?”Isaiah 53

 “In the beginning was the Word, …and the Word became flesh and 

dwelt among us.” (John 1:1,14)

 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whosoever

 believeth on Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)

Without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sins.

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by Him all things were created that are in ;heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers, All things were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. “And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. For is pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him whether things on earth or thing in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross. And you who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled.”

Colossians 1:15-21

Luke 2 (Christmas Story)

MEMORY 

Jesus is the Son of God. He came from heaven to earth,

 lived a perfect life, died on the cross to pay for our sins,

 rose from the dead

 and is in heaven now offering us the free gift of eternal life.

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His one 

and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish,

 but have eternal life.”

TAKE HOME

Sheep

Gospel of John

Box and ring

Crown of thorns/ crown

Cross

Teacher Preparation

How will you teach about the trinity?

How will you teach the “incarnation”?

Memorize “Record Book of Sin” Illustration

Have Tetelestai stamp and Paid in Full stamp made (optional)

SONGS

“He came from Heaven to Earth”

Jesus Loves Me

What Can Wash Away My Sin?

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, There’s just something about that name

Let’s Talk About Jesus

Three in One

Holy, Holy, Holy

OPENING

“Who do men say that I am?”

Panel discussion, interviews, lists

DISCUSSION

What do you think about Jesus?

Who is he?

What does it mean that Jesus is ‘the Christ?’ 

What does it mean that Jesus is both God and Man?

Who was his father?
DISCUSSION

Deity of Christ: “Jesus is the Son of God.” (Talk about the trinity) John 1, 14 

Symbols of trinity? Triangle, egg, ice, 3 leaf clover

How did Jesus prove that He was God? (miracles, witness of John the Baptist, fulfilled prophecy)
Many people have claimed to be God, but only one man in history demonstrated through His actions that He had a supernatural power source.

He healed the lame and the blind, controlled the movement of fish, and calmed storms. Not only did Jesus heal hundreds of people from sickness and disease, but on several occasions He raised people from physical death!

SACRIFICE / LAMB OF GOD /BLOOD

(Vocabulary: atonement, redemption, ransom, redeemed, price, cost

“Lived a perfect life,”)

Many of these were discussed in the “Sin” chapter. What you did not cover there, you may wish to teach here or review.

Story of where sin began. 

The concept of  sacrifice for sin and  God’s promise to send a “Redeemer”.

“Without the shedding of blood there is no remission for sins.”

Story of Abraham

Why Jesus is called “The Lamb of God”.

Why was it important that He lived the perfect life?

Only someone who had lived a sinless life could meet God’s standard of perfection. He lived the perfect life that we couldn’t live and therefore met the requirements for payment for sin.

METANARRATIVE

In the beginning God created man in His image. (You are made in the image of God, created to have a relationship with Him.) (Gen. 1 “Let us make man in our image.’) They walked and talked together in the Garden. But one day Satan came and tempted Adam and Eve and they fell into sin and were separated from God. Now, for that relationship to be restored (made right) there had to be a payment, called a ‘sacrifice’ of a perfect Lamb.  The Bible says “Without the shedding of blood, there is no remission of sins.” We could never pay the debt we owed because of sin, we couldn’t be perfect, we are sinners through and through. But God had a plan. That God would send His one and only Son (in the form of a man) (we celebrate His coming at Christmas time) to earth to pay theprice we couldn’t pay. The Bible says, “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes on Him, will not perish, but have life eternal.” So, if we believe in Him, (trust Him) our sins can be forgiven and our relationship can be restored, and we can again walk with Him; and one day live with Him forever in Heaven. Does this make sense to you? Would you like to have a forever relationship with God? Would you like to have your sins forgivena d walk with God? Would you like to receive the free gift of etrnal life that God offers through His Son? If so, this means . . .

Why did He have to die?

The Bible says that the “Son of Man came . . . to give his life as a ransom for many.”(Matt. 20:28) A “ransom” is the price paid to get back a person who is held as a slave. Because we were slaves of sin, a ransom had to be paid for us.

That ransom was the death of a sinless person.

Jesus, the Perfect One, paid our ransom when He died on the cross for us.
Blood

“The Curse” (death came because of sin, and “The Promise” (Gen. 3:15, Rom. 16:20)

“He will bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel”

And he covered them with skins (Gen. 3:21)

“The New Covenant of my blood”  Matt 28:26-29 “this is my body broken for you, and this cup” 

John 6:53-54 “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you. Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.”

 I John 1:7 “But if we walk in the light as he is in the light we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.” 

Romans 5:12 “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned.” 

Hebrews 9:22 “And according to the law almost all things are purged with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission.”

Tetelestai (word study)

What does it mean? When was it used

When Jesus hung on the cross, just before he died, when the last sin had been paid for, He said, “Tetelestai.” It was a commercial word that means, “It is paid; the dept is canceled.” Archeologists from Alexandria, Egypt, discovered bills from different merchants. The bills listed the amount that was owed for each item. Diagonally across the paper, in bold letters, was written the Greek word tetelestai, which means “Paid in Full.” When Jesus said, “It is finished,” He was saying, “The penalty for sins is paid in full.”

 (Stamp hands of each student with “Tetelestai” and “Paid in Full” stamps as they leave.)

Crown: is just a reminder that Jesus is God, part of the Godhead and that he laid aside his crown and left heaven to come and die for us. (its just a symbol of his royalty, this is basically to teach the incarnation as is the dinosaur, since lots of kids i taught didn't understand the incarnation and deity of Christ, i looked for ways to make it concrete. that Jesus didn't just start out in  a manger in Bethlehem and not pre-exist.

Motions to Isaiah 53:6

This hand represents God

This hand represents me

God loves me

This book represents my sin\

God loves me, but He hates my sin

We have a problem

God solved our problem

The Bible says, “All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned everyone to his own way, but God has laid on Jesus the sin of us all.”
Now we’re free to have a relationship with God.

This hand represents God (hold right hand high in the air and look at it.)
This hand represents me (hold up left hand about waist high and look at it.)
God loves me (clasp hands together)
This book represents my sin (lift up book and lay on left hand)
God loves me, but He hates my sin (point with right hand to left hand under book, and then to book on top of hand)

We have a problem (put right hand back up)
God solved our problem

The Bible says, “All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned everyone to his own way, but God (bring right hand down level to left hand and transfer book to right hand) has laid on Jesus the sin of us all.” (lay book down)
Now we’re free to have a relationship with God.

“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” John 3:16

Gift Box Object Lesson

What’s the best present you ever got? I once got a . . ., but the best present I ever received was the gift of eternal life.
This box reminds me of the greatest gift ever given. See the shape of this box? The Bible says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes on Him, will not die, but have life everlasting.” You see man is a sinner. That means he does things that are wrong, and sin has a punishment, and that punishment is death. The Bible says the “the payment for sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life.” Way back in the beginning of time, when Adam and Eve were in the garden, and they sinned, God promised one day he would send the Messiah who would save people from their sins, and the Messiah he promised, came 2000 years ago and his name was Jesus and he was born in a manger in Bethlehem. He lived a perfect life (the kind of life we couldn’t live) and then died on the cross to pay for our sins. (show cross ring) He didn’t stay dead, but he rose from the dead and ascended into heaven where he lives now preparing a place for those who love and trust him. How do we receive the gift of his Son? By believing on Him. The Bible says, “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.” Now, believing is not just something you know in your head, although that is part of it, it is trusting Him to forgive your sins and to give you eternal life. Does this make sense to you? 

CHRISTMAS

Luke 2

Have students find Christmas story, read it and retell it.
The Candy Cane reminds me of Jesus . . . 

350 years ago mothers used white sugar ticks as pacifiers for their babies. Around 1670 the choirmaster at the Cologne Cathedral in Germany decided to make candy sticks and bend the tops to represent a shepherd’s stick. He used this white candy canes to keep small children quiet during the long Nativity Service. In the mid-1800’s the candy cane came to America with a German-Swedish immigrant in Ohio. Around 1900 peppermint and wintergreen were added and became the traditional flavor of the candy cane. Some say a candymaker in Indiana made the candy cane as a symbol of Christ’s love. We many never know the full history of the candy cane, but we can use it to symbolize the Gospel story at Christmas time. 

This candy cane reminds me of many things about Christmas. First look at the shape. It’s like a Shepard’s rod. Remember the shepherd’s who saw the star in the sky and heard the angels announce the birth of the Savior? (Luke2) See the color red in the candy cane? It reminds me of the reason Jesus came. He came to shed His blood on Calvary to pay the price for our sins. The white reminds me of what our hearts look like when Jesus blood washes them clean. And the sweet taste of the candy cane reminds me how sweet it is to know Jesus and serve Him everyday. Do you know Him? Have you ever asked Him into your heart to forgive your sins? 

Jesus is the Anchor

The anchor, because of the great importance in navigation, was regarded in ancient times as a symbol of safety. The Christians, therefore, in adopting the anchor as a symbol of hope in future  existence, merely gave a new and higher signification to a familiar emblem. In the teachings of  Christianity the virtue of hope occupies a place of great importance; Christ is the unfailing hope of all who believe in Him. St. Peter, St. Paul, and several of the early Fathers speak in this sense, but the Epistle to the Hebrews for the first time connects the idea of hope with the symbol of the anchor.  The writers says that we have "Hope" set before us "as an anchor of the soul, sure and  firm" (Hebrews 6:19-20). The hope here spoken of is obviously not concerned with earthly, but with heavenly things, and the anchor as a Christian symbol, consequently, relates only to the hope of salvation. It ranks among the most ancient of Christian  symbols.

Hebrews 6:19 (English-NIV)

We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.

Hebrews 11:1 

Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.

Romans 15:13 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Kids’ quotes from Record Book of Sin:

“Pretend this book contains all of my sins. This hand represents God. The sin is between me and God.”

“Let’s pretend this book is over my sin…It blows us from God. That’s what separates me from God. Now the sin is on Jesus and not on us.”

“Let’s say this represents all our sins. It separates us from God. God takes away our sins and now we can communicate with God.”

“Pretend this contains all of my sins. This hand represents God. The sin is in between me and God.”

Lifesaver

This lifesaver and toothpick remind me of another story about faith. Let’s pretend I got a brand new boat for Christmas and I took the boat out fishing. My boat springs a leak and sinks and I’m left holding on to this little piece of wood to keep me afloat. It’s too far to swim to shore. Along comes a motor boat and the captain throws me a lifesaver. Now, do I hang onto my little piece of wood or do I grab the lifesaver? I let go of the wood and grab onto the thing that can really save me. Some people are hanging onto little pieces of wood that are like the good things they have done that they think will save them, but the Bible says “not by works of righteousness, but according to his mercy He saved us.” It also says, “For by grace are you saved, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not of works, so no one can boast.” You see God offers us the gift of eternal life and we need to receive it. This means . . .

All about sheep, staffs, and shepherds.

A shepherd knows his sheep by their names. God knows your name and has loved you before the foundation of the earth.

The shepherd’s staff has two ends. One end is sharp and can be used for protection against wild beasts, as a javelin, or a ‘goad’, to prod sheep to get moving where they should.

The other end had a crook in it. If a sheep falls into ditch the shepherd can reach in and save him with the crook. But the crook is also used to break a sheep’s leg. Why would a shepherd want to break a sheep’s leg on purpose? To get a sheep who continually wanders off to follow where he should for his own protection. Are you the kind of sheep that needs to have your leg broken for God to get your attention?

The staff is also used as a standard for healthy sheep. You see, sheep can get diseased through their feet and the disease is contagious and could kill all the sheep. The way the shepherd tests for sick sheep is to use his staff for them to jump over. If a sheep is healthy he will be able to jump over. If it is diseased, it will trip on the staff. The sheep will have to be killed so the other sheep are not infected.

It reminds me of sin in our lives. Sin has a price, and that price is death. Sin is a disease common to all mankind.

The shepherd will also lay down his life to protect the sheep. At night he gathers all the sheep together in the fold and will lay across the doorway to the fold to protect the sheep. He will lay down his life for his sheep. 

Story of Ant

Story of Christmas bird (Paul Harvey)
Credit Card Illustration / Money Clip
Behold the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world. John 1:29





Vocabulary:


Sacrifice


Perfect


Lamb of God


“Jesus”


Ransom


Prophet/the Promised One of Israel


Immanuel


Incarnation


Atonement


Justification


Blood of Christ


First-born from the dead


Suffering








