HEAVEN

PURPOSE

Create a desire to go there.

Teach that heaven does exist, and what it is like. Knowing about heaven brings children and adults great peace and understanding.

Three Gifts Skit

(You may want to choose three students ahead of time)

Wrap three small gift boxes, (enclose visual of “Heaven is a Free Gift” in one, “It is not earned ” in one, and “It is not deserved” in the last one). 

Have one student come up and make a fuss of giving him the gift freely.
Have the next student come up and hand him the gift but pull it back and ask him to do ten jumping jacks first to “earn” it. Tell him what a nice job he did, thank him, and give him his gift. Call up a third student and hand him a gift as you pat him on the head and tell him what a good student he is, always on time, gets good grades, has lovely hair and helps his little sister-he really deserves it.

DISCUSSION

What was the difference between giving the three gifts? 

Were they all free?

Why not?
Friend’s Gift Illustration 
Suppose my best friend gave me a really expensive gift, and I dug in my pocket to try and pay him for it, or offered to work it off. If you pay for it, then it’s not a gift. In the same way, we can’t work to pay our way to heaven.  Then it wouldn’t be a gift.
Have you ever thought about heaven? What will it be like? How do you get there? I’ve always wondered.

WHY heaven has to be free. We are sinners by nature and by choice.

Sin requires a payment.

The concept of payment is set up with this verse and is very important later on, because kids ask, “Why did Jesus have to die to pay for our sins? Couldn’t he use a credit card?

Romans 6:23 “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

What are wages?

Wages are what you earn when you work.

Do you earn a gift? No, it wouldn’t be a gift then.

Discussion about Heaven

Do kids ever think about death? What do they think?

What do people think happens to them when they die?
(Possible examples: reincarnation; some people think that life and history just repeat themselves in a “Circle of Life”; some people think the end is just annihilation; “just over”-- nothing happens; no eternity; “everything is energy, we just become a part of the universe.”) 

What do you think happens?

Have you ever prayed this prayer at night? 

“Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray the Lord my soul to keep. If I should die before I wake, I pray the Lord my soul to take.”

Take your soul where?

Let’s talk a little more about heaven.

Tell me everything you know about heaven.
Is it real?

What do you think heaven is like? 

Where in the Bible do we find heaven described? Revelation 21 and 22

Jesus called it ‘Paradise’ in Luke 23:43 (“Paradise” was the Greek word for “an enclosed garden”).

Jesus said: “I go to prepare a place for you . . .” and “In my Father’s house are many mansions . . .” and that “God has prepared for us wonders beyond what we can imagine and things too wonderful for our minds to even think of!

Heaven described in  Rev. 21 and 22

What’s in heaven?

God is in heaven on his throne Rev. 22:3

We can call him Abba-Father

The Angels are in Heaven Rev. 5:11

How many? Ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands!

The Lamb’s Book of Life  Rev. 21:27 Is your name written in it? 

Streets of gold, so pure that it is as transparent as glass Rev. 21:19-21 

Gates of Pearl (pearls so large that each gate is made of ONE pearl)

River of Life that runs crystal clear

City of gold with foundations of precious stones

The Tree of Life Rev. 22:2 It grows a different fruit every month!

Many mansions John 14:2 God is preparing a mansion for you!

The Lord Jesus himself in all of his Glory

We’ll see the nail wounds in His hands and feet. We will see Him and be like Him and live with Him forever, our Savior and Friend.
Rewards

What’s not in Heaven?

Tears

Sadness

Pain

Churches (because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple)

Sun or Moon

Night or Darkness

Sin (cursing, lying, cheating, list others)
Why would you want to go there?

Is everyone going there?

Optional: HELL

What is the opposite of heaven? Hell
Where did hell come from?

It does exist. Matt 25:41

God prepared it as a place of punishment for the devil and his angels and for those who do not have eternal life Matt.25:41

What does the Bible say about hell? 

Unseen world (Hades—reference the movie Hercules)

Place of torment (Gehenna)

Deep and large, fire and much wood, breath of the Lord like brimstone kindles it 

Isaiah 30:33

Devouring fire, everlasting burning Isaiah 33:14

Unquenchable fire Matt. 3:12

Outer darkness, weeping, gnashing of teeth Matt.8:12

Furnace of fire Matt.13:42

No water, terrible thirst Luke 16:23-25

Everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His power 

II Thess. 1:9

Chains of darkness II Peter 2:4

Bottomless pit, smoke coming out like a great furnace, darkens the sun and the air Rev.9:2

The smoke of their torment rises for ever and ever, no rest day or night Rev.14:11

There is no escape from it Matt. 23:33

It’s the Second Death Rev.21:8

DISCUSSION

Do you know for sure you’re going to heaven?

How do you get there?

What difference does it make in your life to be sure you’re going to

 heaven?
· Hope

· Confidence

· Desire to please God

· Purpose for living

· Joy

· Peace

· Knowing that Someone loves you now and for all eternity 

Object lesson

Make a gift box so you can remove the lid. Glue a mirror on the bottom. Ask if anyone wants to look inside the box. Do you know who Jesus really, really  wants to see in heaven? (mirror box )

Heaven Box Craft

Have students cut out box from pattern, decorate it with things that are in heaven, and put it together. (If you can find small mirrors or pictures of the students, you could glue them inside to the bottom of the box.)

Have you ever thought about heaven? What will it be like? How do you get there? I always wondered. Then one day a friend shared with me some very good news about heaven. Can I share it with you? But first let me ask you a question…

NEW MEMORY WORK

Heaven is a free gift.  It is not something you work for or deserve.



Romans 6:23 as a Cadence:


For the wages of sin is death


It’s coming at’ya when ya draw your last breath


You don’t need to know this strife 


For the gift of God is eternal life


Romans six and twenty three


Tell me now what’s it gonna be? 


Death? Life? Death? Life? Death? Life?


Romans six and twenty three


For the wages of sin is death


But the gift of God is eternal life


Eternal life, Eternal life, Eternal life














