JOHN 3:16

John 3:16 is called “The Gospel in a Nutshell”. That is an ‘idiom” or figure of speech. What does it mean?

The Gospel is distilled, succinct, made clear and concise in that one verse.

Vocabulary to expand and explain: God, loved, gave, one and only, believe, eternal life.

It’s about:

· God,* (the creator, sustainer and King of the universe) 

· His love* (a love so amazing,so broad and so deep, that ‘God is Love’),

· That he gave* (freely given, nothing we can add to it) 

· (He had a plan from the foundation of the earth to redeem man*) (scarlet thread of redemption, God’s promise to send a Savior, God’s covenant with man, the master plan of the ages, the mystery) to send* (incarnation) 

· His only Son* (diety of Christ, fully God yet fully man),

· belief and trust* (necessity of belief not works) in Him,

· and everlasting life*(heaven and eternity with God).  

 If you knew nothing else but that verse you could still share the gospel. Here’s how. 

Make a John 3:16 Booklet

Write John 3:16 on the cover and illustrate

On the inside illustrate and write the following:

For God so loved ______________

That He gave His one and only Son

That if __________believes in Him

____________ will have eternal life.

“BORN AGAIN”

Read the story of Nicodemus in John chapter three and have the students be able to teach it back to you explaining the significant parts, particularly the meaning of the phrase “born again”. Have them tell how someone can be “born again”. Note that Nicodemus became a follower of Jesus and is mentioned again in John 29:39 bringing  about a hundred pounds ofmyrrh and aloes to wrap the body of Jesus.

SNAKE STORY

Read John 3:15 about Moses lifting up the serpent in the wilderness. Note that it was by faith that God would heal them that they were saved. Just like we are saved by faith, looking up to the one who was lifted up for us.

