SIN
PURPOSE
Define and illustrate sin so that they can relate it to their own lives.

VERSES

Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”

Romans 6:23 “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Matt. 5:48 “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect. “
Hebrews 9:22 “Without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sins.”

MOTIONS 

Man is a sinner and cannot save himself.

Measure up/Broad-jump activity

Set up a broad jump activity and make the goal impossible to reach. Use masking tape with the word “Perfection” written on it as the goal they are trying to reach. Give each student a chance to try and reach the goal.

Do you think if you had had a running start you would have been able to reach the goal? If you had had more practice, or were taller, would that have made a difference? No, the goal was impossible to reach.

What standard does God hold us to? Our verse this week says, “Be ye therefore perfect even as your Father in heaven is perfect.” No matter how good we try to be, we can’t measure up to God’s standard of perfection.

Jumping Activity

Measuring Tape activity

Have children reach as high as they can and measure who can reach the highest. 

Conclusion: no matter how high we can reach, or how good we are, we can’t reach our way to heaven because the standard is out of our reach, the standard is perfection.

It’s impossible to measure up, because it’s impossible for us to be perfect. 

Why is it impossible for us to be perfect? Because of sin.

How does one get to heaven? It cannot be earned, because we are sinners. God required a spotless sacrifice for sin. We are not spotless or perfect. Matt. 5:48,

DISCUSSION

How would you define sin?

Have students write down definitions and descriptions of sin. Draw pictures of sin.

Definition of sin: 
Sin is what we do wrong, or the things that we don’t do that we should do. 

A lot of people think that just lying, stealing, murder, and bad thoughts are sin. 

But the Bible tells us that not doing the things we know we should is also sin.  

Can you list some sins for me? Lets put them on the board. 

SIN IS SERIOUS STUFF AND REQUIRES A SERIOUS CONSEQUENCE.

Remember in Genesis 1-3. What happened because of sin?

God cursed the man, the woman, the serpent, the ground, and future generations were all cursed with death because of sin. They all inherited sin from Adam, and added their own sins on top of it.

GOD SET THE PAYMENT, AND CALLED IT A “SACRIFICE.”

Understanding “Sacrifice” 

Without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sins.

Where did sin come from?

Romans 5:18,19 

“As by one all became sinners, so by one all are righteous.”

One man = sin

One God man = grace

Way back with Adam and Eve an animal had to die to cover their sin, and God promised them one would come who would pay for their sin. All through the old testament we have examples of sacrifices (animals dying) to pay for sin. They were told to choose a young lamb who was perfect, without spot or blemish. Sacrifices would be made until the time when the perfect sacrifice would come to pay for all our sins. Those sacrifices were a reminder and picture of what would come- one who lived a perfect life and who would die to pay for our sins so that we might have eternal life.

Heb. 2:14,15 Since the children have flesh and blood, He too shared in their humanity so that by His death He might destroy him who holds the power of death-that is, the devil-and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.

SIN REQUIRES A PAYMENT

Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death.”

In the Old Testament God had them “sacrifice” an animal for their sins. It was a clear visual object lesson on a regular basis. They saw an animal die because they had sinned and that animal’s blood was offered in payment.

 “Why did Jesus have to die to pay for our sins? Couldn’t he use a credit card?)

Romans 6:23 “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

What are wages?

Wages are what you earn when you work.

Do you earn a gift? No, it wouldn’t be a gift then.

Black Fabric Activity (some ways the Bible describes sin)

The Bible describes sin for us many differnt ways. The cloth reminds me of sin, it's shiny on one side, much like sins allures and it entices us;  but it's dull and ugly on the other side.

Sin separates us from God.

Sin leaves us in darkness, the Bible says men love darkness rather than light because their deeds are evil.

Sin blinds us.

It stops up our ears.

It keeps us from speaking words of life.

It chokes us.

It binds us.

It entangles makes slaves of us.

It trips us up.

But, worst of all, it brings death. The Bible says, the wages of sin are death but the gift of God is eternal life. We can know life because God sent His only Son Jesus to pay the price of our sins with His precious blood. The Bible says, "...The blood of Jeus Chirst His Son cleansed us from all ins." (1 John 1:7)

So Jesus' blood washes us "white as snow," and now when God looks down from heaven He no longer sees our sin but Christ's righteousness which was given to us when we believed in Him.

So, let's review. Our sins are washed white as snow

By the blood of Jesus who takes away our sin so we can have relationship with God

Which sets us free
 Proverbs 5:22 entrapped

 Hebrews 12:11 entangled

 James 4:14, 15 death, blind

 Ephesians 2:1 you who were dead in your trespasses and sins

 James 1:14,15 tempted and enticed

 Numbers 14:33 wandering
Three sins a day math problem (optional)

Call on someone to do the math on the board.

How many of  you get good grades in math? 

OK, help us figure out this math story problem about sin. 

“How many times a day do you think people sin? 

Suppose a person sinned only ten times a day, or just five, or say just 3. He’d be pretty good, right? Only losing his temper once or disobeying once and thinking bad thoughts once. Pretty good. OK. How many days are there in a year? (student writes on board) 3x365=1095 OK round it off (to ‘1000 on board). How old will you live to be? 70 is average. Now take our rounded off number of 1000 and multiply it by 70(student writes on board). How many sins is that for a really good person in a lifetime? 70,000(write on board). If you had that many traffic tickets and went before a judge, what do you think would happen to you?

3x365=1095 rounded off to 1000x70 years=70,000

Let’s say you said:

OK, so that’s a lot of sins. But I can be pretty good. 

How good would I have to be? 

Even one sin won’t make it. God says, “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect.” 

Frog: Who can tell me the story of the frog prince?( Let students tell the story.) 

Although he looked like a frog and lived in the mud he was really  a prince. That reminds me of our lives without Christ. We start out in the muck and mire of sin, swimming around and can't get out by ourselves. But Jesus came and paid the price for our sin and if we trust in Him he gives us the kiss of life (hand out candy kisses) and we are free from sin and can live abundant lives here and now and one day go to be with Him in heaven. 

Rotten Egg Illustration (optional)

Trying to get to heaven by being good would be like making cookies with a rotten egg. Even if the flour, sugar and butter are good, one rotten egg ruins all the cookies. In God’s eyes, one bad thought or unkind word is enough to ruin all the good we do.

Chains craft:

Have students write sins on strips of paper and glue or tape them together to make chains. Talk about sin being ‘bondage’ and how Jesus is one who frees us from those chains.

Sin is like being bound by chains, tied up. No matter how hard you try, you can’t set yourself free, you can’t get yourself loose. The Bible descibes it as ‘bondage’ and ‘slavery.’

II Peter 2:19b “…for a man is a slave to whatever has mastered him.”

Jer.17:  “The heart is the most deceitful thing there is, and desperately wicked. No one can really know how bad it is!”
Discussion about deceit for older students

We talked about sin earlier. Sins are things that we do wrong or don’t do that we should. Deceit is another word for lying. Deceit is partial truth or pretending something to be true that isn’t.

What are some examples you can think of that are deceit?

 (Describe from the following what the kids may not mention)

Telling their parents where they are going, but not where they are going later. 

That they are going to spend the night at someone’s house, but don’t mention that the parents aren’t home.

That you are going to the movies but don’t mention that it is not PG. 

It’s okay as long as I don’t get caught.

Pretending you didn’t hear what your parents told you to do.

Pretending you didn’t know the standard.

So deceit is like wearing a mask.  It covers up the complete truth.

Naming Sins

It is important to name sins and describe and pray that the Holy Spirit convicts. The following may help you in that area.

Traits  of  the  Self  Life
As you make spiritual preparation for the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, the following can be used as a help to self-examination:

Here are some of the features and manifestations of the self-life. The Holy Spirit alone can interpret and apply this to your individual case. As you read, examine yourself in the very presence of God. Are you ever conscious of a secret spirit of pride: an exalted feeling, in view of your success or position; because of your good training or appearance; because of your natural gifts and abilities? An important, independent spirit? Love of human praise; a secret fondness to be noticed; love of supremacy, drawing attention to self in conversation; a swelling out of self when you have had a free time in speaking or praying?


The stirrings of anger or impatience, which, worst of all, you call nervousness or holy indignation; a touchy, sensitive spirit; a disposition to resent or retaliate when disapproved of or contradicted; a desire to throw sharp, heated flings at another? Self-will; a stubborn, unteachable spirit; an arguing, talkative spirit; harsh, sarcastic expressions; an unyielding, headstrong disposition; a driving commanding spirit; a disposition to criticize and pick flaws when set aside and unnoticed; a peevish, fretful spirit: a disposition that loves to be coaxed and humored? Carnal fear; a man-fearing spirit; a shrinking from reproach and duty; reasoning around your cross; a shrinking from doing your whole duty by those of wealth or position; a fearfulness that someone will offend and drive some prominent person away; a compromising spirit?


A jealous disposition, a secret spirit of envy shut up in your heart; an unpleasant sensation in view of the great prosperity and success of another; a disposition to speak of the faults and failings, rather than the gifts and virtues, of those more talented and appreciated than yourself? A dishonest, deceitful disposition; the evading and covering of the truth; the covering up of your real faults; leaving a better impression of yourself than is strictly true; false humility; exaggeration; straining the truth? Unbelief; a spirit of discouragement in times of pressure and opposition; lack of quietness and confidence in God; lack of faith and trust in God; a disposition to worry and complain in the midst of pain, poverty, or at the dispensations of Divine Providence; an overanxious feeling whether everything will come out all right? Formality and deadness; lack of concern for lost souls; dryness and indifference; lack of power with God? Selfishness; love of ease; love of money?


These are some of the traits which generally indicate a carnal heart. By prayer, hold your heart open to the searchlight of God, until you see the groundwork thereof. “Search me, 0 God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way in me” (Psalm 139:23-24). The Holy Spirit will enable you, by confession and faith, to bring your “self-life” to the death. Do not patch over, but go to the bottom. It alone will pay.

Oh, to be saved from myself, dear Lord, Oh to be lost in Thee;

Oh, that it might be no more I, But Christ that lives in me.

“Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me”  (Psalm 51:10)

Mask craft

Tell students that masks cover up who they really are.  A mask is a “false face” that conceals or covers the truth.  Have them decorate masks with crayons, markers, glitter, beads, feathers, etc.  On back of mask, have students write I John 1:8:  “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.”

Note:The post-modern child  either doesn’t believe in sin or has redefined it, thus resulting in the loss of moral absolutes.  Right and wrong are based on individual standards or opinions.  “Sin” often goes by the title of “mistake.”  Kids at this point may list sin as lying, disobeying, hitting other kids, swearing.  Stuff like that. They are quickly heading into the years of redefining sin. Deceit they no longer consider a lie. Everything isn't as bad as their parents said.  They begin “testing the waters.” Life’s short, God’s a killjoy.

If you’re not a sinner there’s no need for God. Man needs God because he longs for forgiveness.

Romans 6:23 as a Cadence:


For the wages of sin is death


It’s coming at’ya when ya draw your last breath


You don’t need to know this strife 


For the gift of God is eternal life


Romans six and twenty three


Tell me now what’s it gonna be? 


Death? Life? Death? Life? Death? Life?


Romans six and twenty three


For the wages of sin is death


But the gift of God is eternal life


Eternal life, Eternal life, Eternal life











