Skits

Free Gift

(You may want to choose three students ahead of time)

Wrap three small gift boxes, (enclose visual of “Heaven is a Free Gift” in one, “It is not earned ” in one, and “It is not deserved” in the last one). 

Have one student come up and make a fuss of giving him the gift freely.
Have the next student come up and hand him the gift but pull it back and ask him to do ten jumping jacks first to “earn” it. Tell him what a nice job he did, thank him, and give him his gift. Call up a third student and hand him a gift as you pat him on the head and tell him what a good student he is, always on time, gets good grades, has lovely hair and helps his little sister-he really deserves it.

SIN

Measure up/Broad-jump activity

Set up a broad jump activity and make the goal impossible to reach. Use masking tape with the word “Perfection” written on it as the goal they are trying to reach. Give each student a chance to try and reach the goal.

Do you think if you had had a running start you would have been able to reach the goal? If you had had more practice, or were taller, would that have made a difference? No, the goal was impossible to reach.

What standard does God hold us to? Our verse this week says, “Be ye therefore perfect even as your Father in heaven is perfect.” No matter how good we try to be, we can’t measure up to God’s standard of perfection.

Jumping Activity

Throwing a rock at the sun illustration

Measuring Tape activity

Have children reach as high as they can and measure who can reach the highest. 

Conclusion: no matter how high we can reach, or how good we are, we can’t reach our way to heaven because the standard is out of our reach, the standard is perfection.

It’s impossible to measure up, because it’s impossible for us to be perfect. 

Why is it impossible for us to be perfect? Because of sin.

Three sins a day math problem (optional)

Call on someone to do the math on the board.

How many of  you get good grades in math? 

OK, help us figure out this math story problem about sin. 

“How many times a day do you think people sin? 

Suppose a person sinned only ten times a day, or just five, or say just 3. He’d be pretty good, right? Only losing his temper once or disobeying once and thinking bad thoughts once. Pretty good. OK. How many days are there in a year? (student writes on board) 3x365=1095 OK round it off (to ‘1000 on board). How old will you live to be? 70 is average. Now take our rounded off number of 1000 and multiply it by 70(student writes on board). How many sins is that for a really good person in a lifetime? 70,000(write on board). If you had that many traffic tickets and went before a judge, what do you think would happen to you?

3x365=1095 rounded off to 1000x70 years=70,000

Let’s say you said:

OK, so that’s a lot of sins. But I can be pretty good. 

How good would I have to be? 

Even one sin won’t make it. God says, “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect.” 

Shopping Bag Skit 

People in this day and age often want to pick their own gods and make up their own religions rather that have someone shove it down their throats or passed down to them from other generations.  “In fact, there are even conventions where you can pick your own god. Have you ever been to a convention?  They have booths and samples and displays and you can pick what you like and take home samples and ideas. In Florida recently there was a convention like this. You could pick up a shopping bag and visit the different booths (open up your shopping bag and pretend to be shopping different booths). You could pick up crystals, or candles, or statues, or incense, or a book on how to do channeling or miracles. You may not want to have anything to do with crosses or sin. That’s too bloody and not nice. Don’t want that. So we pick up some more angels, stickers, and a plaque and we’re happy. We go home and set up our little shrine and worship there.”

Leaning activity

In a country called Indonesia, they don’t have words for believe or trust. The closest phrase they could come up with was “leaning with your whole weight.”  (Ask a volunteer to come up and ask him if he would trust you enough to fall back and let you catch him at the count of three. Make sure you don’t let him fall!)

There is an 18 inch difference between your head and your heart.

Receive

If someone gave you free tickets to a Dophin game and you just put the tickets in the drawer and never used them, they are of no value. It’s getting into the game that counts. 

It’s like going to a smorgasboard, with all this wonderful food laid out. You’re handed a plate, and you look at everything, but you never get any or eat any.

Some people want to “receive” Jesus but don’t really want him as part of their lives. Just want to put Him in a drawer, like a free ticket to heaven.

Chair Illustration 
You see this chair here Do you believe this chair exists? Do you believe that it would hold me up? But, you see it’s not holding me up for a very simple reason: I’m not sitting on it. How could I prove that I really trust that chair? By sitting on it. That is the way it is with Jesus. I believed He existed and that he was the Son of God. I trusted him for small things and when I was in trouble I’d call out to him. But to receive eternal life (move to other chair) I needed to transfer my trust from the things I thought would get me to heaven, to what He had already done for me on the cross. Now I’m resting on only one thing: Jesus Christ.

Acts 16:31 “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.”

KNOCK KNOCK SKIT

We’ve reached the “commitment” or “time of decision” at this point in learning the outline. Here is a skit that may represent how some people think about commitment. It is based on Rev. 3:20 where Jesus says, “Behold I stand at the door and knock…” 

 (Choose three students: one to represent Jesus, one as owner of house, one as a friend. Have each student highlight his part.)

Jesus: Knock, knock.

Owner: Who’s there?

Jesus: Orange.

Owner: Orange who?

Jesus: Orange you going to ask me in?

(Have Jesus keep knocking, owner ignores Him, reads the paper. Finally, owner calls out:)

Owner: Hey, I’m busy right now. Can’t you come back some other time?  Oh, and by the way, could you fix that front step of mine while you’re out there?

(Friend walks up and knocks as Jesus stands back.

Owner looks around and lets friend in.)

Friend: Who’s that hanging out on your porch?  Do you know Him?

Owner: Well, I know all about Him. He’s been coming around a lot lately. He seems to be a nice guy. I’ve even had a few conversations with Him at times when I’m scared. You know how these old houses creak – especially at night! And He’s pretty good at fixing things. I’m just not too sure I want Him to come in.

Friend: Why? What’s the big deal?

Owner: I don’t know. I’m just not sure. What if He messes up my house? What if He embarrasses me in front of my friends? I’m not sure how friendship with Him might change my life. What if He makes me miserable? I know He cares for me or He wouldn’t be so patient. But for now I think I’ll just leave Him on the porch.

BUS TRANSFER SKIT

(Ask for five volunteers. You will need two bus drivers, one sinner, one evangelist, and one ticketmaster. Have each student highlight his part. Setting: Bus terminal, ticket booth in center, evangelist standing to the right (get it?) of the booth. Bus, marked ‘Heavenbound,’ arriving from the left, (destination, right); bus, marked ‘Hell-bent,’ arriving from the right, (destination left)with ‘sinner’ as passenger. Both buses stop short of the terminal so that booth and evangelist can be easily seen. Sinner alights from Hell-bent to stretch his legs and is approached by evangelist.)

Evangelist: Hey, Friend! How’s it going?

Sinner: Are you kidding?! My life’s been going down-hill for as long as I can remember. It’s getting hotter and hotter and I’m sick and tired of feeling so alone. I’m so hungry, I can feel my backbone against my stomach. What are you grinning about anyway?!

Evangelist: I was just thinking, I’ve got the best news you’ve ever heard. You’re on the wrong bus and you don’t have to stay on it another minute! You can transfer from Hell-bent to Heavenbound right at this terminal.

Sinner: How could I possibly transfer? I’ve invested everything I have on this trip. 

There’s no way I could ever come up with the payment for a different ticket. There’s no hope for me.

Evangelist: I want to introduce you to the ticketmaster.

Evangelist takes Sinner by the hand and leads him to the ticket booth. The ticketmaster holds out a ticket.

Ticketmaster: Friend, I have a ticket with your name on it right here. You can see that it’s been stamped, “Paid in Full.” You don’t owe a single penny for this ticket. It’s free! All you have to do is believe that it has been paid for, accept it as a gift, and transfer to the Heavenbound bus.

(Sinner-turned-Saint accepts ticket, gets on Heavenbound bus which slowly moves onward to the right, passing the Hell-bent bus which moves in the opposite direction. Evangelist and ticketmaster smile and shake hands.)

